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What is Christmas?

(A Childds questions and the REAL answe
By Michelle Medlock Adams

Just what is Christmas anyway? Why do we celebrate?
Why is December 25 a very special date?

Is it about the Christmas tree with all the twinkling lights? >*
Is it about the Christmas cards, the ones my mommy writes?

Is Christmas about the Christmas gifts? | love them very much.
Is Christmas about Santa Claus? His beard is fun to touch.

Is Christmas about candy canes? | think they taste quite nice.
I's Christmas about Santads |ist? They say he c¢h

Is it about the Christmas songs, the ones we sing each year?

l' s it about Santads elves and Santads rein
No, thatds not what Christmas is abo | t he
but Christmas is much morethanthat A I t ds al | about Go

God sent his Son, Jesus, from heaven up above.

He came to earthto savetheworld f God&6s greatest give of Love.

So Christmas is the Lordoés birthday. The day he
Santa Clause and presents are okay,
but Jesus is the REAL reason we have a Christmas day!
Thanks to Betty DeWitt for sharing
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ADMI NI STRATI VE COURGONVNEMBERBTES, 2010

The meeting of the Administrative Council was ¢
prayer and devotions.

It was duly moved, seconded and passed

to accep
After members were given time to read the

mi nut

passed to accept these minutes as provided.
Financi aMaRepor Propps was out ill so Penny Bond r
balance is $22,182.92 and our Designated Checking
guestions, the Financi al St atement was received s
Pastor ' sPaRsetpoorr tL:l oyd reported that a week ago was
work she had done to have our paperwork completed
i n the coming year. He reported that we stil!]l h a
Chain Coordinator, Mission Committee Chairperson,
their opinion of changing to sending our church n
deci sion to change was made at this ti me. Pastor
of Police to hear concerns regarding the Police L
January 22, 2011, at the Unlversity of I ndianapol
November 17 will be the | ast ednesday Night Bi bl
there was still a need for the alternative Chri st
on December 22. Pastor said he had met with Chri
with a |ist of activities. She will be preaching
presenting the Wi lls Seminar. He said that he wo
weeks ah0 bbgs &8re attendi ng.40 Spenadpalye .4 th dBainky ni Lslo aa
are still out and need to be returned iIif they are
EducatNioomeport

Mi ss:i onMi ssi on Committee i s sponsoring workdays a
season. So far there are about 25 volunteers for
work to sort and set up the holiday shops and ass
commi ttee is also working on securing a speaker f
seeking a chairperson. Pl ease keep this in your
Wor s hlihpee worship committee wil/| be hosting a New
wi || be in charge of game for al/l ages. The nigh
The evening will continue with movies, games, sna
Lenore with questiinosnst o od estuerrvneiyn et hteh esihrutsati sf act
t he church. This will help us to know if thereos
and nourish their faith. Ci ndwww@ o U mhcal mdk ya téhosgrc hca
websites to see what we could do to i mprove ours.
(pictures, audio, video, printed info), so we can
YoutNo report

Finance & SPewmaydBomng: reminded everyone that Stew
2010.

EvangePetsen: Swearingen reported that the November
Met hodi st Choir was a great success with around 1
of having them back next year. They are current |
New Year'ss Eve event.

Little LambsThRepordre 43 children enroll ed. Donu
at 9 a. m. The Little Lambs board has decided to
to purchase and they have had a | ot of troubl e wi
5A on each bottle they do sell, it just wasndt be

Pastor Narriesphar t
Nur seNroy .;r epor t Continued on Pa
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http://www.gsumcindy.org/

New Year's Eve Family Night and Charitable Auction

What do you have planned for New Year's Eve?
Spending a bunch of money, staying out way too late,
and waking up regretting your choices? Or perhaps
you're less adventurous and plan to sit on the couch
watching New Year's Rockin' Eve, struggling to stay
awake, and heading to bed as soon as the ball drops.
(That's the norm in the Baxter household.) This year
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church (GSUMC) has
a great new alternative to your traditional holiday
activities: New Year's Eve Family Night and Charitable
Auction.

The evening kicks off at 7:30 p.m. with an auction to
benefit LifeBridge Community, serving area residents
in its Beech Grove location. According to its website,
www.lifebridge -community.org, "LifeBridge Community
is a faith -based compassionate ministry that seeks to
instill hope in the lives of children, young adults and
families through nurturing relationships and supportive
services that meet physical, emotional, academic, and
spiritual needs of area residents.” Learn more about
this worthy organization and its many programs,
including the LifeBridge Academy after -school
program, by visiting the website or by calling Pastor
Mike Crosley at 317 -787-0071.

GSUMC families -- whether or not they plan to
attend -- are urged to contribute and/or seek
donations of items to be auctioned. Watch for more
details in upcoming bulletins. Skilled auctioneers Dick
Nye and Dave Brier have offered their services for

Q\X\G n @b

the evening. If you've never seen
them in action -- or should | say
auction? -- you're in for a treat.
Immediately following the auction, Wl[k
game tables will open and family yﬁg
movies will begin. GSUMC's youth
group is planning an assortment of
games that attendees may play at their leisure. If
you have a favorite game you'd like to share, notify
our new youth director, Christie Beckmann, and the
youth can plan to include it in the game offerings. Not
into games? You can enjoy watching movies. Or
better yet, play some games, watch a movie, eat some
junk food ... and take advantage of everything the
New Year's Eve Family Night and Charitable Auction
has to offer.

Then, at midnight, we will ring in the New Year with
a special communion in the sanctuary. At the risk of
sounding sacrilegious, dare | say, this will give the
phrase "bottoms up" a whole new meaning? From start
to finish, the evening promises good, clean fun that's
certainly worth staying awake for. And what better
way to start a brand new year than to share the
sacraments with your family and friends? Admission
to the New Year's Eve Family Night and Charitable
Auction is just one can of fruits or vegetables per
person, which will also be donated to LifeBridge
Community. Snacks and drinks will be provided, but
attendees are also welcome to bring their own
munchies for sharing. | hope to see you there!

Continued from Page 2
Soci al Cd creeg ;mar: t
Tr ustleaersrry Sweany reported that the | ight has beeé
mai |l box wi || be installed very soon. They are s
They will be meeting with the cement contractor
Audi o/ Wos waelp:or t
Long Rang&oRep@erotr:t
2010 DrWeamse:nt over this |Iist and updated where r
New BusKeretssriemi nded everyone there would be no .
everyone for his or her service. Kent was al so
wi || meet 'drmorJ amuuarayn nu | pl anning meeting. Kent
on Saturday, November 27 for breakfast and t hen
Greens will be Sunday, Novembe 28, at 2 p. m. D
Christmas Party for al/l bi bl e study groups on Sa
There being no further business, it was duly m
p.m foll owed by a closing prayer

espectfully submitted, Penny Bond, Acting Secre
Attendees: LIl oyd Baugues, Penny Bond, Kent Cong
Smal | wood, Di ck Small wood, Donna Snelling, Mar ge
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IJohn3:18 oLet wus not

Kevin and Becky Zirkle are missionaries with the
World Gospel Mission. They serve as regional
directors to Asia, Europe & Oceania, while also
serving in Japan. They have been ministering to
Japanese young people since 1977. Even with the
excellent communication systems available today,
many Japanese students have not yet adequately
heard that Jesus loves them. Only 1% of Japanese
consider themselves Christian, and many do not
believe in religion of any kind. Christianity is still
considered a foreign religion to many, and while
surveys show that many Japanese are sympathetic to
Christianity, they are slow to make a commitment to
Christ. Kevin leads weekly Bible Studies on

Mission Moments

/| ove

with wordsodo or otongue
University campuses. Through these bible studies,
Christian students are encouraged to be witnesses on
campus, while the Gospel is also presented to non -
Christian students. Becky works in the library at the
Christian Academy in Japan, a local school for
missionary kids.

Although they are still missionaries in Japan,
their role as regional directors take them to WGM
fields in Taiwan, India, Hungary, Ukraine and Papua,
New Guinea. These countries represent a wide array
of cultural and religious backgrounds, but in every
place the need is the same & people need to know
Jesus. Their job is to encourage the missionaries
and to help them formulate plans to effectively

but

GOLDEN SHEPHERDS

The Golden Shepherds will holding their annual
Christmas Dinner on Monday, December 6. Everyone is
asked to bring a covered dish, drinks will be provided.
Tom Wright of the Wright Brothers will be doing the
entertainment. This year the Golden Shepherds will be
helping the Homeless Vets. They need nice used coats,
new hats and gloves, and food with easy -open lids. Also,
they are gathering Christmas cards with a little note
included to be delivered to the V.A. Hospital. You can

bring these to the December 6 meeting or drop items
off at the church

A Note from our
Pastor Parish Committee

0The Pastor Parish
staff members for the patience through the annual

review process that was just completed. We
appreciate their service to
their hard wor kéée, and thei
the suggestions of the committee during this review

cycle. We are blessed to have willing folks in key

positions who keep our church headed in the direction

that God would have us go. Please take a moment in

the next few weeks to thank each staff member

either in person, a voice mail or phone call, or a note
supporting and encouraging their efforts. We look

forward to a successful 2011 at Good Shepherd

Church & especially with our current staff members in

Commi ttee

r

i

Choral Anthemﬁ
A Child of Hope

Author unknown
A Child of hope in a world of strife;
A Child of hope who can bring new life;
A child of hope in a world of hate;
A child of hope who can elevate
The dreams of men to heights unknown;
Such is this Child, this Babe, this Son of God.
A Child of hope for ou
A Child of hope who can bring us peace;
A Chitd ©f hope who can eage our palin;
A Child of hope who can help us gain
The right to call our souls our own;
o| u r Suchdasrihis Child) this Babenthis Soraof God. o f
w i A Childofchope ia @ wotldoof geief; | ust t o
A Child of hope for our unbelief;
A Child of hope in a world of fear;
A Child of hope who can bring us near
The source of life upon the throne;
Such is this Child, this Babe, this Son of God,
Such is this Child, this Babe, this Son of God.
Thank you Betty DeWitt for sharing.

w

r

S
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY | SATURDA
1 2 3 4
Euchre (See 12/8) |1:00P Sparklers 9:00A Ladies %
. 6:00P Girl Scouts. Bible Study 9:00A Donuts
to the WOI’Id 6:30P Choir Practice [6:30P Celebration| with Santa
. ® - * 6:30P DivorceCare Team
T,
3 5 I 8 g 10 T ¥
4:30P Youth Group 5:45A Mens Study % 9:00A Sewing Ladies [1:00 P -Euchre Group|1:00P Sparklers 9:00A Ladies 6:00P Bible
5:00P Ladies Bible 9:30A Golden Shepherds % 6:30P Choir Practice Bible Study | Study Get-
Study 6:30P Ladies Bible . - 6:30P DivorceCare [6:30P Celebration together
: ’ 6: O0P Men s Cl ass
SUNDAY AT EN()QW@SUBE@IMGEUHQ . Team at t he
. Christmas Party
7:15P Young Adults 7-00P Cub Scout
Bible Study : ub scouts
12 13 14 15 % 16 17 18
4:30P Youth Group 5:45A Mens Study 9:00A Sewing Ladies [1:00P LBT B 1:00P Sparklers 9:00A Ladies Youth Group
5:00P Ladies Bible 9:30A Gadget Band 1:00P U.M.W. Christmas Party  [6:00P Girl Scouts Bible Study | at LifeBridge
Study 6:30P Ladies Bible 6:30P Choir Practice [6:30P Celebration|
SUNDAY AT 6: 00 P 6:30P DivorceCare Team
7:15P Young Adults
Bible Study
19 % 20 21 ‘ _ 22 g““\””% 23 24 o5
3:00P Youth Group * 5:45A Mens Study 9:00A Sewing Ladies %@‘ Office Closed
Christmas Party 9:30A Gadget Band NO Ad Council . . |Merry
5:00P Ladies Bible . i i : & g0z .
ey 6:30P Ladies Bible [7:00P Cub Scouts % |christmas
) . 7:00P N
. SUNDAY AT 6: 00 P 7:00P Candlellght Candlelight % ‘
7:15P Young Adults Service . €)
) Service
Bible Study 9
A
26 27 28 29 30 31 =
5:00P Ladies ?ble 5:45A Mens Study 9:00A Sewing Ladies 7:30 b.m
Study 9:30A Gadget Band ~=>up.m.
SUNDAY AT §,00. 8 New Yea
7:15P Young Adults Eve Family
Bible Study .
Night

§ 000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000®

§JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
have your information into the office by Friday,

: December 17th.

Please:

Our Thanks to Jon & Jess Albrigh t
for the Estate Planning Workshop that they

presented on Sunday, November 14 ™.

[ Whes
M}%\% 1
E)lFThJay

Happy Birthday to:

December Celebrations

Ny e

Amanda Clark ........ 12/18 Happy

Pat McClellan ........... 12/5 Nicole Johnson ........ 12/20 Anniversar to:
Jean Reasoner .......... 12/5 Mary Smallwood ..... 1222 Yy 10:
Autumn Yfites """""" 12f7 Rebecca Conger ....... 12/23
Dorlene Silcox  .......... 12/8 Brittany Norris ... 12/23 Garry & Julie Stevens ... 12/10
Nita Beals ............ 12/11 :

. Lee Jarvis ............. 12/26 Kyle & Bonnie Marshall ... 12/11
Bonnie Marshall ....... 12/11 - :

) Willie Davidson ........ 12/28 Rav & Anne Allen 12/31
Arleen Perkins ........ 12/11 Claude Dougherty ... 12/28 y & Anne Allen  ............
Hugh Parker .......... 12/12 Marie Mercer ......... 12/29
Ralph Campbell ...... 12/14 Kelli Chambers ........ 12/30
We apologize if we have missed your birthday or anniversary. Please call the office so we can put these dates on your record S.
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Two
Candlelight
Services

We are pleased to announce
that once again this year Good
Shepherd will offer two
Candlelight Services during the week before
Christmas. The first service will be held on
Wednesday, December 22 " at 7:00 p.m. and the
second will be on Christmas Eve, Friday, December
24" at 7:00 p.m.

In the past we have found that a number of our
members are either out of town or busy on
Christmas Eve and cannot attend the candlelight
service that night, so we have offered an
alternative service.

Please plan to be with us for one of these two
special services.

" )

1 donutf drink & fruit cocktail
Christmas sing -alongs
Door Prizes
Talk with Santa
Take a photo with Santa
$2.50

Donuts with

Santa!
Little Lambs wild/l hol d t
Santad on Saturday, Decem
Santa reads the Story of
children.

Come join us at our Sunday Contemporary
Service at 6:00 p.m.

heir
ber 4
Jes

NON-PROFIT ORG.

g ood Shephierd

United Methodist Church

2015 S. Arlington Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46203

Worship Schedule

US POSTAGE
PAID
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
PERMIT NO. 2635

Traditional Worship Service 9:00 AM
Sunday School 10:15 AM
Sunday at Six 6:00 PM
Bible Studies

Youth Bible Study fi Sunday 5:00 PM
Ladies Bible Study i Sunday 5:00 PM

Young Adults Bible Study fi Sunday 7:15 PM

Meno6s Bi HiMend&gt ud y5:45AM
Ladies Bible Study fi Monday 6:30 PM
Bible Study fi Wednesday 7:00 PM
Ladies Bible Study fi Friday 9:00 AM

We dr e on itwwe.gsuecindy.org

Phone: (317) 356 -3787 Fax: (317) 356 -7071




Pastords Report

Each year at Charge Conference, I am required to give a
and to |l ook ahead to the new year. Below is my report for
As | think back over the past 12 months | am reminded of

Over the past year Good Shepherd has maintained many of our long standing traditions, while beginning several
new ones as well.
Once again our church has paid both our conference tithes and our district apportionments in full and we are
current on all of our bills. This year, as for the past 2
we have pledged over 10% of our church budget for mission projects locally, throughout our state and nation, and
around the world. This year 19 individuals, families, classes or organizations within our congregation sponsored
children from Haiti, as well as one class raised money to build a home in Haiti. This year we had 21 people from
our church take part in short term mission projects to South Dakota and to Kentucky. Good Shepherd continues
to offer a Christian Daycare for between 40 to 50 children. Once again, we offered a very successful Vacation
Bible School program this past summer.

We continue to offer a choice in worship services betwee
Service. o0 We continue to offer scripturally based service
Philippians & Romans, as well as a sermon series based on

strong Sunday school program with more than half of our average worship attendance involved in our Sunday
school program. And we continue to offer a number of different Bible Studies throughout the week for our
congregation.

Along with maintaining many of the traditional ministries of our church, Good Shepherd has also started some new

programs this year. In the | ast 12 months we offered the
20 family wunits in attendance. This past year we al so off
pl anning to begin this program once again in January. I n

11:15 on Sunday morning to 6:00 on Sunday Evening. With this change we have seen anywhere froma 50 & 100%
increase in our attendance. We feel that we can reach more young adults with an evening service. In January, |

will attend a meeting at the University of Indianapolis to see if there are ways that our church can be in ministry

to this campus and their student body. Last month we hired Christie Beckmann as our Youth Director. Christie is
working towards being commissioned a Deacon at our next annual conference. Along with working with the youth

of our congregation and community, she will also assist in helping plan and serve communion, she will become part

of the preaching rotation of our church and she will be invited to serve in different areas of ministry, as she

feels led. We are excited about the gifts and graces that Christie brings to our congregation. Also this year we

have started a new Young Adult Bible Study that meets after our Sunday evening service. This is a segment of

the population that our church has not done a very good job reaching in the past and we are excited about this

new area of ministry. Good Shepherd is once again planning our Faith Promise weekend for sometime in the spring
and we are in hopes of sending members of our congregation to places such as Haiti, South Dakota and Kentucky
once again in 2011. During this year our congregation has not only continued our support of Brightwood and

Fletcher Place, but we have developed a new relationship with LifeBride, an outreach program in the Beech Grove
area, that we hope to strengthen as time goes by. | am currently working with 10 young men who are members of
the Webelos den that meets at our church to earn their 0Gc
attends our church and most of them do not have a church home, so this is an outreach program of our church.

This fall we have done some extensive remodeling to the front of our church by taking out and replacing our
sidewalks and handicap ramp. We plan to add landscaping this coming spring, which along with these other
improvements, should greatly improve the appearance of our church.

As we |l ook to the future it is our hope that during 2011
Fruitful Congregationsd and di scover new and exciting areas
believe that Good Shepherd is a very faithful congregation, giving of their time, their talents, their financial
support, and their services to the task of furthering the Kingdom of God.

It is our hope that some of the seeds that we have planted this year will bear much fruit in the years to come,
as we continue to serve our God, our congregation, our community and our world.
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